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About t he Design Cabinet  

To complement Loudounõs great natural beauty, and 

to reinforce its sense of place, identity, and 

community, the Loudoun County Design Cabinet was 

formed in 2003 and aims to encourage the highest 

quality physical environment through the use of 

urban, architectural, landscape, and ecological design. 

To assist the Loudoun County Department of 

Economic Development, the Design Cabinet provides 

a forum for di scussion and advice on design-related 

issues, projects, and opportunities. As a volunteer 

group of professional architects, engineers and 

planners, the Cabinet also undertakes special design-

related brainstorming meetings that  provide 

significant community benefit.  

By 2011, the Cabinet had completed 22 of these 

òcharrettesó countywide. The Cabinet also encourages 

the formation of design cabinets in other communities 

by presenting at multiple events, including 

conferences for the Virginia Chapter of the American 

Planning Association , the Alliance for Innovation 

Transforming Local Government  organization, and 

the Virginia Society of the American Institute of 

Architects. 

Charrette Background  

In July 2011, the Design Cabinet was approached 

members of the Purcellville Skate Project about the 

potential for a charrette to create site planning designs 

for a skate park on prominent parcel of land in 

Purcellville.  

The skate park group, a not-for-profit grassroots 

effort, had worked for several years to spread the 

word about the need for a skate park to serve western 

Loudoun County. In 2011, with the assistance of 

Congressman Frank Wolf and the Town of 

Project History  

Courtesy of the Purcellville 

Skate Project, 

www.skatenow.org  

¶ 2007: A group of dedicated skaters 

and community supporters in the 

Purcellville area establish the 

Purcellville Skate Park Project and 

hold their first public appearance. 

¶ 2008-2009: The project gathers 

steam through multiple 

presentations before the Purcellville 

Town Council, as well as public 

skating demonstrations and 

fundraisers. Calling themselves 

òplayers without a field,ó skaters 

lobby the town council, stating 

there is groundswell of support for 

a skate park in Purcellville as there 

is in many communities across the 

nation. The group says they plan to 

continue their cause until receiving 

support from the Town. 

¶ 2010: The group receives 501-C3 

nonprofit status but struggles to 

obtain use of its preferred site. 

¶ 2011:  With the assistance and 

support of Purcellville Mayor Bob 

Lazaro, Purcellville Parks and 

Recreation, and Congressman 

Frank Wolf, the group receives a 

memorandum of understanding 

from VDOT for the use of the Hirst 

Road location for a skate park.  

file:///C:/Users/Susan.VanEpps/Desktop/www.skatenow.org
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Key Considerations for the Design Cabinet  Skate Park Charrette : 

Å The prime location for the skate park brings with it both an opportunity 

to help create a gateway project for the Town of Purcellville, as well as 

the responsibility to ensure the final design is sympathetic to the core 

values of the town. 

Å The Design Cabinet, as well as the members of the Purcellville Skate 

Project, recognizes that all ideas put forth during the charrette represent 

conceptual site design options, not a mandate or final designs . As a 

result, all ideas will require further disc ussion and approval from the 

skate park committee, the Town of Purcellville, and VDOT.   

 

 

Purcellville, the group succeeded in obtaining a memorandum of understanding for the use of a 

parcel of land owned by the Virginia Department of Transportation. With an initial site 

agreement in hand, the Purcellville Skate Project and the Design Cabinet agreed to work 

together during a morning charrette to examine the site design limitations and possibilities of 

the location. 

Location  

The designated parcel is located at the convergence of Route 287, Route 7, and Hirst Road, 

across from Patrick Henry College property near  the eastern entrance to Purcellville. The 

Washington & Old Dominion bike trail also crosses the site to the west. 
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Initial Discussion on Size, Scope and Limitations : 

Å As stated above, the prime location for the skate park brings with it both an 

opportunity to help create a gateway for the Town of Purcellville, as well as the 

responsibility to ensure that the final design is sympathetic to the core values of 

the town.  

Å In addition, all agreed that  ideas put forth durin g the charrette represent a menu of 

conceptual site design options, not a mandate or final designs. Additional  

discussions will occur before final designs are selected.   

Å The group must determine the right s-of-way  on each border of the property. Until 

that is determined, it will be assumed to be a 25-foot buffer , which is considered 

generally acceptable in Loudoun County  and the Town of Purcellville . 

Å The schedule for the project will be coming together now that the parcel of land 

has been acquired, but rough estimates are for a $300,000 project built in a one -

year timeframe. 

Å The approximate size of the project will be similar to those in other communities; 

10,000 to 14,000 square feet. 

Å The final project is anticipated to bring in participants from all ov er western 

Loudoun County and beyond.  

Å The final design must be one that could be disassembled in the future, if VDOT 

ever determined that the site was needed for transportation uses. 

Å Sound abatement is not expected to be a large issue, as the trees, topography, and 

existing roadways are expected to help absorb the sound of skaters well. 

 

 

 

The Charrette   

On the morning  of Friday, August 12, 2011, eight members of the Design Cabinet met with 

representatives of the Purcellville Skate Project and the Town of Purcellville at the Loudoun 

County Government Center in Leesburg. Design Cabinet Chair Alan Hansen  and Purcellville 

Skate Project Acting President Dave Levinson led a round of introductions, and Hansen 

explained that the charrette process would include initial discussion , followed by breakout s and 

sketching led by the Design Cabinet team members, and then final reporting back to the group.  

Part One: Group Input   
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Discussion-Related Design Cabinet Recommendation:  

Consider Many Users and Features 

 The group emphasized the need to not isolate this project or its intended audiences 

and uses. Expanded accessibility and openness of design will increase public support 

by allowing for cross -connections among skaters, cyclists, joggers, etc.  

This could also help abate any negative public perceptions that the project is only for 

the stereotypical 17-year old skater, and allow those at the park to have greater 

interactions with the community at large . 

Potential Facility Users  

Å Different types of skaters: òbowl ridersó (pools) and  

plaza or òstreetó skaters. This lends itself to a mixture  

of undulations, ramps, rails, stairs, curved walls,  

bowls, verticals, and half -pipes. The plaza elements  

could also transform to serve other uses ð for  

concerts, vendors, etc. 

Å Competitive Skaters & Competitions  

Å òSkater Totsó - Little kids with families/observers  

Å Cyclists coming off the W&OD Trail  

Å Rockwall  climbers of all ages 

Å BMX bike riders (though it was noted these often  

cause bowl damage requiring annual resurfacing)  

Å Scooter riders 

Å Companies that could come in and teach lessons 

Å Roller bladers  

Å Roller derby leagues 

Å Bands and other community performers  

 

 

Bowl rider  

Skater tot  

Plaza Skater 
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Discussion-Related Design Cabinet Recommendation:  

Consider Many Users and Features 

 While the initial plan is for an unfenced, unstaffed, unlit property, the Design 

Cabinet encouraged consideration of potential features and services that would 

benefit multiple groups. Even if initial funds only allow for the basics, structures 

should be considered early in the design phase to allow for their  addition  in the 

future .  

Potential Facility Features: 

Å Public bathrooms 

Å Vendor sales area (food, t-shirts, etc.) 

Å Commuter parking  

Å Drop -off area and skate park user parking  

Å Observational seating 

Å Locker areas for gear, backpacks, etc. 

Å Rental area for helmets & pads 

Å Plaza elements that could transform into other uses ð e.g. a band stage for 

concerts, vendor space, etc. 

Å Urban arts 
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Urban Arts  Recommendation ð Examine Peer Works 

Rather than making the Purcellville Skate Park a mix of  standard concrete skating elements, the 

group  could take inspiration and adopt ideas  from arts projects in other areas:

Western Plaza, now known as Freedom Plaza in 

Washington, D.C., allows visitors to òwalk 

around Washingtonó with a map layout design. 

The skate park could consider a similar area that 

allows skaters to òmaneuver around 

Purcellville, ó as well as the Blue Ridge 

Mountains, etc. The Shenandoah River could 

also be represented by a painted half-pipe. 

The University of Virginia installed the 

Free Speech Monument in 2007 to allow 

anyone to express thoughts on the 

chalkboard structure. A similar concept 

could allow skate park participants to 

create their own temporary  artwork  or 

leave messages at the site. 

Arlington County, Virginia took 

the opportunity to abate the 

environmental effects of its 

adjacent skate park at Powhatan 

Springs Park by developing the 

Childrenõs Rain Garden. The area 

cleanses the rainwater runoff, 

provides education for visitors , 

and provides children  several fun 

activities to interact  with the water.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedom_Plaza
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedom_Plaza
http://www.tjcenter.org/monument/
http://www.arlingtonva.us/departments/ParksRecreation/scripts/planning/powhatan/ParksRecreationScriptsPowhatanRainGarden.aspx
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Lighting  

The Design Cabinet understands the initial desire to 

have an unlit property  -- a dawn-to-dusk operation that 

will preserve the night sky in Purcellville. However, the 

Cabinet noted that consideration could be given to  new 

energy efficient systems that do not pollute the night 

sky, such as the Light Structure Green system used at 

NASCARõs Daytona track and other facilities . This  

5-piece pole system was specifically designed for sports 

lighting, focuses light where it is nee ded, and reduces 

energy costs and spill-over light by up to 50 percent.  

 

The Factor²a Joven (òyouth factoryó) in Merida, Spain 

makes use of bright colors to create a vibrant space, 

including public art walls for teenagers ( below, middle).  

The Factoría Joven is also notable for its multiple uses, 

including integrated spaces for plaza and bowl skaters, a 

rock wall, concert area, and interior meeting spaces for 

youth counseling. 

 

 

The Light Structure Green system is used at 

sports facilities across the United States, as well 

as internationally. Left, the Losail International 

Raceway in Qatar. 
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Dave Bowers, Rick Conrath, Kevin Ruedisueli 

Team One Report  

Led by Design Cabinet members Rick Conrath, Kevin Ruedisueli, and Dave Bowers  

Team One focused on minimizing the impact of structures on the site and utilizing natural 

topography.  

1. Parking is pulled offsite across the W& OD to the west, with access to the skate park 

across the W&OD Trail.  

2. Four separate zones on the site as 

it steps down in topography:  

a. A skating bowl, half pipe, 

and climbing wall at the 

high point coming off the 

trail  

b. A ridge zone along Hirst 

Road where bathroom and 

retail structures are below 

grade, built into the ridge, 

with green roofs  

c. A plaza zone with trees 

and plaza skating 

elements, with a paved 

ring area for those coming 

on and off the W&OD 

Trail; and  

d. A large bowl area at the 

natural top of the ridge where the site is much higher. 

3. Parking could also be moved 

to the skating bowl/half -

pipe area (a) if it is deemed 

necessary. 
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Create a curb (marked in pink) 

with parallel parking  (green 

diagonal lines behind the curb) 

along Hirst  Road using the 

25õ setback, for a total of 

about 15 spaces. Benches for 

a bus drop-off area mark the 

intersection of Hirst and t he 

trail.  

Team Two  Report  

 

Led by Design Cabinet members Mark Thomas, Al Gooden  

Team Twoõs approach was to work within the natural topography of the site. 

Entering the site from the outside : 

1. The design of the site flows from formal to more natural and freeform as you progress 

from Hirst Road to the W&OD Trail.  The transition at Hirst and the W&OD is key.  

2. Hirst Road is becoming a 

commerce street for the 

town, so this area of the 

parkõs design could be 

more urban.  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

 

3. A turnabout adjoining the W&OD and Hirst Road 

provides  an additional drop -off area, also bring ing 

trail riders into th e site. Inspired by a Palladian 

loggia in Versailles, this area would feature t he only 

formal structures on the property . Located adjacent 

to the turnabout ( in pink and brown on the sketch) is a 

locker wall with  bench seating on one side, opening 

up to restrooms and vending areas on the other.  
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Al Gooden, Russ Forno, Mark Thomas 

4. From there, the structures become softer as 

the area tiers down into the natural 

topography.  

5. Utilize the topography to create a stage at 

the lowest point with amphitheatre -style 

seating.  

6. The steepest areas near 287 would feature 

the "skateable" pools 

7. The platform area behind features a 

meandering òlazy riveró trail that could 

incorporate picnic areas for families . This 

trail could feature a series of stops similar 

to fitness check points along other trail systems. 

8. This project becomes the new 

Purcellville Gateway ð from 

Route 287 looking in, an outside 

project wall with a graphic 

could welcome people to the 

town  

9. Stormwater management could 

be collected in this corner to 

open up the view beyond, while 

also maintaining a buffer  of 

shrubbery for nearby residents.  

10. The entire park would be 

òskateableó all the way down, 

with a series of stairs in an 

integrated p laza. 

 
The open view 

from Route 287 

looking in, over 

stormwater 

management, to 

a welcome sign 

on the wall  
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Team Three Report 

Led by Alan Hansen, Julia Vea, and Martha Semmes  

Key concepts: the site designs itself , with water flowing 

to the low point , and a challenging trail based on the 

changing topography.  

1. The entry off Hirst Road is the best place for 

parking.  This allows for 25 spaces, and a 

turnabout with a sculpture in the middle.  

2. There is a 30-foot setback against the W&OD, 

and 25-feet off the roads. 

3. Use the water as a feature ð create a channel for 

stormwat er that could float to the corner area, 

where a band shell is also featured. 

4. Observers would sit viewing the band shell on 

the hillside with the sun at their back  

5. A skating trail 

encircles the 

property  which is 

not flat, but 

undulating with the 

topography. This 

provides changes in 

speed and curves ð 

a more challenging 

trail for an 

intermediate level.  

6. Pools are located at 

high points on the 

site 

7. Off Route 7, the open edge allows for a view of the active skating area and band 

area. 

8. An urban -style rectangular plaza features entry structures, such as bathrooms, short 

sales, and other vendors. These could be integrated into  hills , with skating directly 

on top of the structures. 
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9. A specific protected bowl area for small skaters, the òSkater Tots.ó 

10. Passive areas are incorporated, with a loop of trees ð places to sit in the shade. 

11. Keep prime trees intact, and build up the backside area for a little buffer from the 

residents.  

12. At the same time, allow for views in  

where the dry creek runs so the 

community has a connection and 

ownership of the space. 

13. Seating walls above the pool areas, 

with  a lookout area 10-12 feet above 

the plaza allowing  a 

down -angle for 

filming.   

14. Transition from pools 

to pipes to wave areas. 

As you cross the 

drainage areas, the 

channel could have a 

Chinese finish with 

water-worn stones, for 

a change in texture 

that is reminiscent of 

water even when dry.  
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Follow Up and Next Steps  

The group agreed that a summary report would be issued in the coming weeks. 

Participants  

Participants at Purcellville Skate Park Charrette included Design Cabinet Chairman Alan 

Hansen as well as cabinet members Al Gooden, Rick Conrath, Julia Vea, Dave Bowers, Mark 

Thomas, Kevin Ruedisueli, and Martha Semmes. Also in attendance were Paul McCray from 

the Town of Purcellville Parks and Recreation; Purcellville Skate Project representatives Russ 

Forno, Dave Levinson, and Juanita Tool; and Susan VanEpps of the Loudoun County 

Department of Economic Development.  
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Team One Sketch 
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Team Two Sketch


